October 26 International Sports Business Topics

2009 ESA European Sponsorship Awards

The ESA European Sponsorship Awards are the only pan-European sponsorship awards celebrating excellence across all sectors - sport, culture, entertainment, media and corporate social responsibility. Winners of the 2009 Awards will be announced on November 25th in London. Applicants select the most appropriate category for their entry, based upon the objectives and target audience of the particular sponsorship project. A single project can be entered into a maximum of two categories plus the International category, if applicable. Entries were received from ten European countries and will be judged by an independent panel of industry experts from across Europe. The 2009 Awards benefit from a number of important partnerships. For the second year running, these include Icon, who will produce the staging and signage; Action Images who will look after the event photography, and Indivisual, the AV content production.
	Shortlist

	2009 ESA European Sponsorship Awards shortlisted entries

	Business to Business
BT Team Ellen

DHL Football Delivered

Guinness: Galway Racing Summer Festival

Standard Chartered Great City Race 

	Business to Community
Bacardi Limited: Champions Drink Responsibly

Balfour Beatty: London Youth Games

Nicotinell: Helping Football Fans Kick the Habit

Turk Telekom: Schools & Beyond - For the Education of Turkey's Young 

	Business to Consumer
Coke Zero Presents Wayne Rooney's Street Striker

Puma Ocean Racing

Vodafone Taxi Grand Prix

Wrigley's Extra: Extra 90+ 

	Business to Employee
Aviva - Rebrand Staff Engagement Programme

UEFA Champions League - Heineken Internal Table Football Competition (HitFC)

The McDonald's Cup

Turk Telekom: Schools & Beyond - For the Education of Turkey's Young 

	International
Bacardi Limited: Champions Drink Responsibly

Puma Ocean Racing

Telefonica O2: The O2 Dublin

Vodafone & Formula One / Vodafone McLaren Mercedes 2009 


New Agency to Brand The European Tour 

Saatchi & Saatchi London has been appointed to work on a range of projects designed to enhance The European Tour brand worldwide. The agency, part of the global Saatchi & Saatchi network, will work closely with The European Tour to position it at the forefront of world golf, building on the success of the inaugural Race to Dubai which, at its conclusion next month, will have comprised 51 tournaments in 27 different destinations. Since launching its new brand in November 2008, The European Tour has also worked with global agencies such as Futurebrand, Interbrand and Ogilvy.
Newcastle United Off the Market
Newcastle United owner Mike Ashley ended his attempt to sell the English soccer club and will put $32.7 million into its promotion push. Newcastle, which was demoted from the Premier League to the second-tier Championship last season for the first time since 1993, is no longer on the market after local businessman Barry Moat was prepared to meet only half of the $132.6 million cash price. Moat was the latest prospective buyer who was unable to conclude a deal. Ashley put the club up for sale in September 2008, withdrew it three months later, and announced he wanted to sell again in May following relegation. 

Ashley, founder of U.K. sportswear retailer Sports Direct International Plc, bought Newcastle in May 2007 for $222.7 million. He plans to boost revenue by trying to sell naming rights to the club’s 52,000 seat St. James’ Park stadium and renegotiating its sponsor deals. Plans to rebrand the stadium have been highly contested.  

Chris Hughton will manage through the 2010/11 season after guiding his team to the top of the Championship this season with 27 points from 14 games. Hughton, who has been on Newcastle’s coaching staff since February 2008, has filled in as caretaker manager on three occasions during Ashley’s tenure. Hughton, a former Republic of Ireland defender, first ran the team after Kevin Keegan quit following a dispute over player transfers. He took over for a second time in February after Joe Kinnear’s heart surgery before Ashley turned to club-record scorer Alan Shearer, who failed to prevent relegation in his eight games in charge. 

Tottenham Discusses Plans for New Stadium
English Premier League soccer club Tottenham Hotspur has submitted plans for a new 56,250 seat stadium in Haringey, north London, that will see it leave White Hart Lane, its home for 110 years. Tottenham’s existing 36,000 seat stadium has remained unchanged for over a decade, while the club has over 70,000 registered members and a waiting list for season tickets of over 23,000. The new stadium would be single tier, with spectators closer to the pitch than at any other comparable stadium in the UK. 

If the Northumberland Development Project planning application is approved, the multi-million pound investment will see an addition of housing, retail, a hotel, a supermarket, expanded community services and jobs and an exceptional public square to the north Tottenham area. Tottenham are seeking more revenue to be able to compete at the top level of European football. The club has not won the top league title since 1961 and has never competed in the lucrative European Champions League. North London rivals Arsenal moved from Highbury to the 60,355 seat Emirates Stadium in 2006.

Olympic Leader Dies but Dream Continues
Last Friday saw the beginning of a dream for the former chairman of the 2010 Winter Olympics Organizing committee.  Jack Poole, 76, the man who headed the campaign to bring the 2010 Winter Olympics to Vancouver died in a Vancouver hospital after a long battle with pancreatic cancer. His death was announced hours after learning the Olympic flame he dreamed of bringing to Canada had begun its journey in Olympia, Greece. Poole, a Vancouver real estate developer, remained active in VANOC after being diagnosed with cancer in 2007, attending board meetings by phone and in person briefly when the disease appeared to be in remission. Poole, who was born in Mortlach, Saskatchewan, was awarded the Order of Canada in 2006. VANOC has not yet named a replacement. Organizers had been scheduled to release their latest annual financial report on Friday, but the announcement was put on hold because of Poole’s death. The Olympic flame arrives in Canada next week for a relay during which it will cross the country twice before arriving in Vancouver for the February 12 opening ceremony. The Olympics will be followed in March by the 2010 Paralympics.
