May 5 International Sports Business Topics

Drugs Take Son of FIA Chief
Max Mosley, chief of the FIA, was scheduled to hold meetings throughout the week to discuss the financial changes being made in Formula One. A press conference, scheduled to precede the Spanish Grande Prix in Barcelona, to announce those decisions has also been canceled. The sudden death of elder son Alexander Mosley, 39, from a suspected drug overdose has left his parents, Max and Jean, and younger brother, Patrick, devastated. Alexander was known to have used recreational drugs, but police are investigating whether his death was an accident or suicide.
Alexander was found on Tuesday by a cleaner at his £1 million three story house in Notting Hill, West London. He was an economist and restaurant proprietor. He graduated from Oxford and co-founded the Hereford Road restaurant in Westbourne Grove two years ago with a school friend and chef, Tom Pemberton. Max and Alexander reportedly had a close relationship.
An update on the financial situation has talks of the budget cap for next season, which was set at £40 million by the FIA last week, to likely be raised in exchange for a championship run under a single set of technical rules. Max Mosley told the teams last week that if they do not accept a voluntary cap, they will have to run cars that are more restricted in performance than those under the cap. It is becoming clear that the concept of a restricted budget is not a problem for the teams, but a so-called “two-tier” championship is something they all want to avoid. 

British and Irish Cup Introduced to Rugby Competition
A new rugby union competition featuring 24 teams from England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland will begin next season. Twelve teams from the English Championship, six from the Welsh Principality Premiership, Irish provinces Munster, Leinster and Ulster and three Scottish sides will compete for the inaugural trophy. The teams will be divided into four pools of six, playing over five weekends during the autumn international and RBS 6 Nations windows, with semi-finals and finals on April 24 and May 15 respectively.
Breakdown of the Competition

24 Teams
* 12 English Championship clubs (Bedford, Birmingham & Solihull, Bristol Rugby, Cornish Pirates, Coventry, Doncaster, Exeter Chiefs, London Welsh, Moseley, Nottingham, Plymouth Albion, Rotherham Titans) 
* top 6 Welsh Principality Premiership clubs (Aberavon, Cardiff, Llanelli, Neath, Newport, Pontypridd)
* 3 Irish provinces - Munster, Leinster and Ulster
* 3 Scottish teams - top two finishers in Scottish Hydro Electric Premiership Division 1 (champions Ayr and the runners-up, either Boroughmuir or Heriot’s) and a team drawn from Edinburgh and Glasgow and members of Scottish Rugby’s National Academy
Pool Stages
* 4 pools of 6 playing once (5 matches)
* pools based on travel/geography with the aim of maximizing local interest and minimizing cost to teams and supporters
* 4 points for a win, 2 for a draw, 1 bonus point for either a) scoring 4 or more tries or b) losing by 7 points or less
* pool matches scheduled for November 7 and 28, February 13, February 27, March 13 (all dates to be confirmed)
* pool winners progress to knockout stage
Semi Finals and Final
* 4 pool winners progress to semi finals and final
* Semi finals scheduled for April 24, final for May 15
UPS Expands International Sponsorship in Golf 

Global package delivery company UPS has announced it is expanding its golf sponsorship program to become an official supplier of The Open Championship in a four-year deal with the R&A. UPS already sponsors six tournaments as part of a four-year agreement with the PGA Tour, including the Volvo China Open, the Ballantine’s Championship (South Korea), the BMW PGA Championship (UK), the BMW International Open (Germany), the Barclay’s Scottish Open and the UBS Hong Kong Open. The Open held in Scotland this year is the oldest and most prestigious of the four major championships in men’s professional golf. It will be held at Turnberry from July 16th-19th.

UPS has also signed agreements with British golf champion Lee Westwood and Spaniard Pablo Larrazábal for the players to be global brand ambassadors. Westwood holds 18 European Tour titles and is currently ranked 15th in the Official World Golf Rankings. Larrazábal won the French Open in 2008 and was given The Tour’s “Rookie of the Year” award.

